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2 Corinthians 13:5 (NASB) Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine yourselves!   
(AMP) to see whether you are in the faith and living your lives as [committed] believers. 
 
Fifth Avenue is a major road in the Manhattan area of New York City (USA).  It is considered one of 
the most expensive and elegant streets in the world, with the best shopping taking place between 
39th and 60th Street. It is there you will find flagship stores such as: Armani, Abercrombie & Fitch, 
Bergdorf Goodman, De Beers, Gucci, Kenneth Cole, Louis Vuitton, Tiffany, and Saks Fifth Avenue. 
The merchandise is too expensive for the average shopper. However, it is something about wanting 
name brand products. So the merchants invite you in to handle the product and give it a good test. 
You examine it, hold it next to your body, clutch it, and smell it. You imagine how it compliments your 
entire self. You just got to have it.  Somehow you come to your senses and decide it cost too much.  
 
You walk away.  But lo and behold, not far away, sometimes just around the corner, there are street 
merchants seemingly selling the same product for one third the price.  The merchant says the product 
is authentic, and because he /she has eliminated the middle man, he can sell it for a lower price.  You 
examine it inside and out.  You buy it, and two weeks later, when that street merchant is nowhere to 
be found, the product falls apart. You realize that it wasn’t authentic.  It was a knock off.  
 
The Dictionary defines a knockoff as an imitation of something, particularly a well-known product, 
usually lower in quality and price than the original. Well, during the early church age, the city of 
Corinth was infested with this problem. Corinth was a metropolis, with many merchants. They were 
known for producing brass mirrors, ceramic vases, and expensive perfumes and fabrics.  But in the 
midst of expensive products, the city was also known for having shysters and products with poor 
quality.  Merchants would “adulterate” substances by mixing in cheaper material to cheat their 
customers: watered down perfumes, Armani knock offs and Sony look a-likes.  And if that wasn’t 
enough, this 5th avenue city had smooth talking philosophers and speakers who took advantage of the 
people through a barrage of fake news.  Thus, Corinth had their share of bootleg politicians and 
preachers, who manipulated and twisted the word of God for personal gain.  Many people had been 
hurt so bad that they didn’t want to have anything else to do with Paul or the church. They accused 
Paul of being just another fake.  They accused Paul's Gospel as being like some of today’s 
evangelical messages: a motivational speech with a lot of feel good words that make you shout for a 
minute, but didn’t really have any real substance. Make no mistake.  It is good be motivated.  But 
there is a difference between a motivational speaker and a gospel preacher.  A motivational speech 
will pump you up for a day.  But the word of God and only the word of God if properly presented will 
stick Monday through Friday and until Jesus comes back.   
 
Paul said there were no disconnects or shabby quality in his gospel.  In 2Cor 4.2, he said I have 
renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not walking in craftiness, nor handling the word of God 
deceitfully. Paul said, “I did not yield to the temptation to engage in the art of craftiness. But instead, 
I renounced, rejected, and refused it”.  Paul did not water down the product, which was the gospel. 
 
But it’s not just with preachers, we have knock off churches and knock-offs Christians.  The label says 
one thing, but when you examine the product, and the fruit of their labor, it becomes clear as to what 
they really are.  Folks say they love the Lord, but when you examine the fabric of their life there are 
huge disconnects. A knock-off Christian is someone who has accepted Jesus Christ and thus 
empowered by the Holy Spirit, but either neglects to use their spiritual gift, or uses the gift for wrong 
motives.  A knockoff is someone who does not live by the golden rule. A knock off church looks 
authentic on the outside. But as Jesus described hypocrites in Matthew 23.27, they are like white 
washed graves; pretty on the outside, but full of dead men’s bones inside, stinking to high heaven.  
So let us examine ourselves to see if we are in the faith, living our lives as committed believers. 
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