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Romans 8:18 (NASB)  For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be 
compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 
 
So often, we fail to compare a life event and situation with the bigger picture. We lose focus and 
simply cannot see the greater goal. And I think about eye exams.  When I go to the eye doctor, the 
doctor would flop this big piece of equipment in front of my eyes that has many dials and flaps with 
various lenses. She would then begin asking me the same question over and over. She would say, 
‘Focusing on the chart and comparing lens A to lens B, which is clearer?  A or B".  She would flip, dial 
or swap a few lenses and ask the same question: "Now comparing these two lenses, which is clearer, 
the 1 or 2?  She would continue to go through a series of comparisons; and then ask if I can see the 
bottom line.  Well, in a similar manner, we are always presented with situations, setbacks and 
sufferings in life.  And the command is to always compare the present to the promises of God. 
 
In this letter to the Church at Rome, Paul reminds the Christians that when compared to the glory that 
is to come, nothing compares.  It’s through these lenses of promises of God that things ought to 
become clearer.   As we go through life, God acts as an optometrist and says, compare these two 
situations and tell me which situation is better:  Would you rather have lots of money, but no morals, 
lots of power, but no peace with God; or salvation with all your needs provided, and a peace that 
passes all understanding?  Would you want material things acquired off the backs of others; or an 
average financial status with a clear conscious and having satisfaction in your morals, your integrity 
and work ethics? Would you want good health destined for hell or a temporary disease destined for 
eternal heaven?  I have to admit, sometimes the doctor would ask, which is clearer and I would 
struggle and say, let me see the other lens again.  Life is that way. The flesh struggles with the spirit 
and we find ourselves saying, ‘let me consider the other lens again’.  Financial situations, setbacks 
and suffering can blur our vision. For some people the desire of power and control can easily blur their 
vision.  It’s then that the Holy Spirit attempts to strengthen and comfort us, by bringing back to 
remembrance God’s words such as, ‘fret not thyself because of evil doers; for they shall one day be 
cut down’.  Many Christians struggle because they simply do not know what God has promised us 
because they do not study and meditate on the His word.  This is why we have corporate worship as 
well as both private and public bible study.  God made man in such a way that it’s through these 
things that we grow in wisdom, that we are comforted and strengthened.  Thus, we mature through 
fellowship, life experiences, prayer and meditation on his word.  The more we engage in these the 
easier it becomes to make comparisons. 
 
Romans chapter 8 begins with the statement, that there is no condemnation for those who are in 
Christ Jesus.  It ends with statement, that there is no separation for those who are in Christ; as 
nothing can separate us from the love of God. The qualifier of the entire chapter is in the repeated 
phrase, ‘those who are in Christ’.  Thus, none of the heavenly promises apply to you if you are not in 
Christ; meaning if you have not accepted Jesus Christ as your savior. But if you are in Christ, you 
have everything you need to live a life, holy and acceptable to God. You have it all.  There was an old 
gospel song writer. She didn’t use proper grammar, but she got her point across. She said, “Long as 
got King Jesus, I don’t need nobody else”. And the contemporary Irish song writer Sinéad O'Connor, 
echoes the same statement in her secular song, ‘Nothing Compares to You’.  So next time you have 
an eye exam and the doctor ask if you can read the bottom line, say to yourself, ‘I can read God’s 
bottom line’. 
• I can see that all things work together for my good   
• I can see that he will never leave me nor forsake me 
• I can see that I should fret not of evil doers, for they shall soon be cut down. 
• I can see that when the enemy, come upon me to eat up my flesh, they stumble and fall. 
• I can see him preparing a table before me in the presence of my enemies 
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