
1 

Long Leash & Choke Collar Christians 
www.scriptureyoucanrelateto.com 

 
Proverbs 3:5 (KJV)   Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own 
understanding. 6  In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. 
2 Corinthians 12:7 (MSG) …and I was given a thorn (the gift of a handicap) to keep me in constant 
touch with my limitations. 
 
Collars.  There was an elderly woman who had a German shepherd that she kept in her back yard. 
She eventually had to replace the dog and the new dog was only a few months old.  The woman had 
gotten up in age herself, and could not tend to the dog like she used to.  The dog grew and no one 
had adjusted the dog’s collar on his neck.  After some time, what use to be strong barking turned into 
squealing.  After more time, the belt began to bite into the skin around the dog’s neck to the point that 
flesh was exposed and the squealing became whimpering.  The woman realized the problem.  But 
when she attempted to remove the collar, the dog snapped at her. Even though the dog was in pain, 
he didn’t want his master touching the belt.  The dog didn’t want anyone to aggravate the pain any 
more than it was. 
 
Well, Christians can be that way.  God sees our issues, our pain, affliction and persecution.  Yet, 
when he comes to free us, we won’t let him touch us.  He may be trying to deliver you from some 
emotional wounds from years ago or pains of prolonged bitterness and un-forgiveness. Or perhaps he 
is simply, trying to reach you to get you to change a job, break a relationship, or confront an issue. But 
we won’t let him near the situation. Why? At the moment, we are in too much pain, and not only that, 
there is a basic problem with belts.  In order to loosen a belt you have to first tighten one more notch.   
 
But often, God uses short-term suffering to accomplish long-term good. Another analogy is seen in 
bear traps. A hunter sees a bear caught in a trap and desires to release him from the trap. But the 
bear believes that the hunter is trying to kill him; so he growls to keep the hunter away. Why? 
Because in order to release the bear, the hunter must push the paw farther into the trap to release the 
tension of the spring, thus temporarily increasing the pain.  The bear is convinced that the hunter is up 
to no good. The bear, as well as the woman’s dog is eventually shot with a tranquilizer.  In a similar 
manner, when God is ready to deliver you, he might have to first tighten the belt another notch or may 
need to push the paw farther into the trap.  However, he doesn’t use tranquilizers.  And it’s hard to 
see that something greater is coming next. It’s not easy when God puts the notch of unemployment, 
sickness, or financial burdens on you. It’s not easy when God puts the temporary notch of setbacks in 
your life. It hurts when God pushes the paw into the pains of a career or ministry change with no 
anesthesia.  Pain relief comes from knowing something about God and his ways, 1) through 
meditation on his word and 2) through your prior experiences with him. It takes both, not one or the 
other.  The more we work on our intimate relationship with God, the easier it becomes to trust. 
 
Leashes.  After God releases you, sometimes he puts you on a leash to limit farther damage.  Have 
you ever been in crowded places, such as the zoo or amusement parks and seen parents with 
leashes around their child’s wrist? I used to think it was treating the child like a dog.  But now I realize 
that the parent is basically saying, I know my child better than you and better than the child knows 
himself. I can’t trust the child in certain situations, such as running off and falling in a gorilla pit, or 
stepping into traffic. But because of their love, they choose to limit the child’s movement to keep them 
close.  Well, God knows us, and although it is not a physical leash, he has a way of keeping us close 
to him.  Trials, tribulations, and adversity keeps us close to him.  I thank God, there are some 
situations to which God will just not let us wander. Sometimes, he puts the spiritual collar and leash 
on us to keep us from wandering into the ultimate street of ugliness or falling into the pit of gaudiness. 
(If I had time, I would pause and shout right here.)  God says to himself.  YES. I’ll give man his own 
will, but because I love man so much, there are some things, I just won’t allow.  He knows when to 
shorten or lengthen a leash and he knows when and how to adjust the collar. 
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