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Psalm 119:9 How can a young person stay on the path of purity? By living according to your word. 
 
Jude 24, Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the 
presence of his glory with exceeding joy, 25  To the only wise God our Savior, be glory and majesty, 
dominion and power, both now and ever. 
 
The Kentucky Derby is a horse race that is held annually in Louisville, Kentucky (USA), on the first 
Saturday in May.  In 2018, the 144th Kentucky Derby was completed as the wettest derby day in the 
history of the race with over two inches of rain hitting the track. The rain was pouring and the track 
was muddy, making it difficult for both the horses and the jockeys.  And it’s from a snap shot of the 
finish, we can glean several lessons in our Christian walk. 
 
Before we get into the lessons, I need to describe this scene. I want you to feel as if you are right 
there, even if you need to go and grab a derby hat or a baby mint julep, to help the visualization. 
When you look at this photo of the 2018 finish line you will notice that most of the horses and jockeys 
are completely covered in mud. But the further back the horse is in the race, the more the mud. If a 
jockey’s horse isn’t one of the front-runners, he or she is going to be dealing with plenty of mud being 
kicked up by the horses in front. For this reason, jockeys will wear up to seven pairs of goggles 
layered one on top of another, so that they can quickly peel away the outermost lenses as soon as 
they become encrusted with flying muck.  Timing is important, because losing visibility, even for one 
second, can be disastrous. When you look at this photo you will see that a few jockeys in the rear 
finished the race, with their face covered in mud and obviously out of fresh googles. And the horse 
and jockey that won, had so little mud compared to the other that they appeared to be spotless. 
 
• Well, as it relates to Christians, while it would be nice to stay clean, let me start by saying that mud 

is just a fact of life.  Job said that man born of a woman is but a few days and full of trouble. 
Sooner or later, you will find yourself in a muddy situation. Sometimes the mud is slung from 
enemies and sometimes it comes from self-inflicting scandals. Regardless, it can slow you down.  
Some jockeys have actually been in last place and pulled through to win.  

• Thus, mud doesn’t stop you from finishing. I’m reminded of a well-known testimonial song that 
says, I’m coming up the rough side of the mountain. 

• The more you waddle in the mud, the harder it is to see where you are going. And harder to know 
how to get out. The lesser the mud, the easier it is to see where you are going.  Thus, the more 
you stay out in front of the game, the less mud you have. 

• Mud requires you to manage your goggles wisely (you remember the parable of the 10 virgins) 
• Learning of God and having an intimate relationship with him is like being fitted with an unlimited 

number of googles. It may not prevent the mud, but it sure helps you navigate out of it. 
• The less mud on your horse, the faster it is to get there. Mud is a drain on your horse (physically & 

emotionally) requiring more effort from the jockey to keep the horse calm and productive. This is 
true for pastors and other church leaders. When churches go through mud and scandals, whether 
it be from enemies or self-infliction, the pastor/leader has to work harder just to keep the 
congregation calm, focused and productive. 

The winner of the 2018 derby was a horse named ‘Justify’.  And it’s from this snap shot, we should be 
reminded that ultimately, if you are in Jesus Christ, it doesn’t matter how much mud you have come 
through in life; you will finish justified and clean before God.  
 
For Jude 24 says, Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless 
before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy, v25  To the only wise God our Savior, be glory 
and majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever. 
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