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Hebrews 12:11 (MSG)  At the time, discipline isn't much fun. It always feels like it's going against the 
grain. Later, of course, it pays off handsomely, for it's the well-trained who find themselves mature in 
their relationship with God.  
Romans 8:28 (NKJV)  And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God…. 
 
At the beginning of the year, many folks look back over the previous year and make a determination if 
it was a good year or not.   
• In sports, we determine if we had more wins than losses 
• In business, we compare profit and losses. 
• In careers and homes we look at job titles and compare our income & debt to the previous year. 
And I thought about completing income taxes, where you must declare things that occurred in the 
previous year. I realize most of you have others do your taxes for you. But even with a small business 
and corporate stock options, I still did my own taxes; not because I’m cheap, but because I know how 
to do them very well and I have the patience to do them. 
 
However, one year, I did make a mistake.  And needless to say, the IRS caught it the second year 
and sent me a letter.  I had to amend my taxes. They said that I would be allowed to carry over some 
things into the next year to soften the damage, since I had to do it for two return years.  I thought this 
was going to be hard work, and costly. 
But after careful review, it turned out that I only had two figures entered in reversed order. 
You know how it is.  The IRS says: 
• If you had this kind of activity, you must declare it on this form. 
• If you had a gain, declare it on this line. 
• If you had a lost, you can declare it on this line. 
 
I had my gains and losses in the wrong place.  What I thought was a lost was actually a gain. 
After making the correction, instead of me owing the IRS $4000, I concluded that they owed me 
$7000.  A month later, they sent me another letter stating that I was still wrong.  However, based on 
my correction and according to their new calculation, they did not owe me $7000, but owed me $8000 
because the company had actually withheld and pre-paid the taxes on the Gains. (It’s okay to shout). 
 
Afterwards, when the dust settled, I thought about life itself. There were times in my life in which I had 
written off a previous year thinking it was a spiritual or emotional loss.  I had considered some things a 
failure in life, and had them listed as a loss.  But later, sometimes months and years, I saw that the 
hand of God had been working all alone. I realized that what I once thought was a loss was really a 
gain.  And just as with taxes, when I realized my error, I had to mentally go back to that event and 
amend my praise report and testimony. I had to go back and revise my shout; do my 2-step dance all 
other.  I said to myself, ‘Lord I know I prayed that day, but perhaps I didn’t shout loud enough.’  Unlike 
amending tax forms, this praise amendment was no trouble at all.  I also thought about the prepaid 
withholding; and the scripture that says ‘Jesus paid it all’, referring to our spiritual debt. 
 
Thus, I hope and pray that as you do your secular taxes, you will also consider your spiritual report 
and compare it to the previous year (Lamentations 3:40).  Let each line or block represent the fruit of 
the spirit. Declare your gains.  Confess your losses. I just believe that the gains will outweigh the 
losses. Recognize that what first might look like a loss, may later prove to be a gain. What looks like a 
setback in life just might be God orchestrating a setup for your life.  
David said, ‘Declare his glory and his marvelous works among the people, and in the midst of the 
congregation’. The song writer Clay Evans, said, ‘As I look back over my life, and I think things over I 
can truly say that I've been blessed, I've got a testimony’. Don Johnson said, ‘All of my good days 
(gains) outweigh my bad days (losses). I won’t complain’. 
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