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Col 1:25 God has given me the responsibility to proclaim his entire message.v26 Even the mystery 
which had been hid and kept secret for generations; but now it has been revealed to God's people. 
v27 And the mystery is: ‘Christ lives in you’ giving you assurance of sharing his glory. 
(combined paraphrased from the KJV & NLT) 
 
Everybody likes a good mystery.  Proverbs tells us that being fond of mysteries is part of our nature.  
It’s just the way God made us. We like the suspense and the challenge in trying to figure out hidden 
messages. Whether it be in a book, a movie or a TV series.  When I was young I recall watching a TV 
show called Lieutenant Columbo with Peter Faulk.  He was a detective.  I liked the way he looked into 
matters; how he turned over every stone. And I would try to figure out who did it before everyone else. 
 
Even on soap operas, not 5, 10 or 20; but for 40 years, folks were glued to the TV Soap Opera called, 
‘All My Children’ to watch Susan Lucci play the role of Erika Kane, the flamboyant, frivolous, selfish 
villain. Folks watched every week, just to second guess what that woman would do next. 
And long ago, folks couldn’t wait for summer to pass.  They had bumper stickers and t-shirts waiting 
for Fall TV, just to see ‘Who shot JR’.  And even today, all the major networks and premium stations 
have at least two mystery drama series. Why?  Because being fond of mysteries is part of our nature. 
 
The Old Testament is a catalogue of mysteries.  They are episodes of facts that God cleverly hid from 
man; and man is not able to discover them by himself.  They have to be revealed. Some of these 
mysteries will be revealed at the second coming. But as we see in our text that some were revealed at 
Jesus’ first coming. And once revealed, they are to be shared. That is interesting as well.  
Because we live in a day where it seems like the church has things backwards. 
The things we ought to tell; we hide; and things we ought to hide; we tell. Scripture tells us to be 
careful about exposing the infirmities of others.  However: 
• If it’s gossip, we have no problem telling it and adding to it.  
• But when it comes to revealing the Godly mysteries we act as if we are sworn into secrecy. 

 
Before going to the cross, Jesus shared the mystery of the Kingdom of God and the new birth with 
Nicodemus. Jesus said the mystery is that you have to have another day of birth.  You need a first 
birthday associated with time. And you must have a second birthday associated with eternity.  
Jesus said ‘don’t you see, can’t you see, you have to be born again’. 
 
But after Jesus, God the Son was crucified another mystery was made known in God the Holy Spirit.  
And that is the mystery of the indwelling spirit. See the Jews believe that the messiah would come.  
They knew that he would be called Emmanuel, which means, with us is God. 
 
But the great mystery that God had hid was that not only would He come to be with us as God the 
Son, but He would be inside of us as God the Holy Spirit. And He does that only for and to whosoever 
believe that God dwelt among us in the person of Jesus Christ; was crucified, and after 3 days got up 
from the grave.  
 
Jesus said, “I will not leave you comfortless, but I’ll send another comforter to abide in you”. Thus he 
sends God the Holy Spirit to not just be with us, but actually be in us.  How he is able to dwell in us 
individually all over the world is a mystery not yet revealed.  But the purpose of the indwelling has 
been revealed.  As it relates to our future, it is to prepare us for heaven.  But relating to our present, it 
is to equip us and enable us with the power necessary to live out a life of holiness (that is, to be Christ 
like). Thus, we must be in Christ, and Christ must be in us. One makes us fit for heaven and the other 
makes us fit for life and ministry in the world. And you must proclaim this mystery in the way you live. 
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