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Philippians 2. 12 Be energetic in your life of salvation …v14 Do everything readily and cheerfully; no 
bickering, no disputing. 
 
In Philippians 2.12, the bible says work out your own salvation. It means is to be energetic in your life 
of salvation. It goes on to say how to do it, what to include and what to exclude. Verse 14 says do 
everything readily and cheerfully; no bickering, no disputing.  It implies that this work will require you 
to make some adjustments, maximizing in some things and eliminating other things. The passage is 
talking about the individual Christian. However, it serves as good advice to churches as well for this 
millennium; where adjustments are needed to better minister unto the people. It speaks of focusing on 
some good things while excluding other things. 
 
I think about an event in my life some years ago when I was an aerospace engineer. A coworker and I 
receive an award for a project we completed. We were both in to technology and toys and were 
contemplating what new toy we would buy ourselves. My coworker decided he was going to invest in 
a metal detector to dig for lost treasures. At that time, I owned a house in a historic neighborhood.  My 
coworker was certain that I was living on a gold mine and he offered to come out and sweep my yard 
with this Geiger counter; with the stipulation that we would split 50-50 whatever treasures he 
discovers. It was his work, his resources and his discovery, but it was on my property.  So we agreed. 
He showed up a Saturday morning and spent 2 hours in the back yard and 2 hours in the front yard. 
A few neighbors even stopped over and got put on a waiting list for the following Saturday. 
 
He went to work and even let me operate it for a few minutes. This thing was ticking and then started 
clicking and then it started to make noises like someone was manually tuning an old radio.  Some 
folks have never heard that in this digital age.  And when it was all over, and my yard was half torn up. 
And I kept my word, he got a measly $3.27 & I got 3.27 and a destroyed lawn. We did dig up an old 
knife; but we both concluded that someone had buried a murder weapon some 100 years ago.  One 
of the coins was dated 1920.  I thought about the parable of the woman and the lost coin. I would like 
to tell you that I rejoiced over that one coin. But that would be a lie, considering a destroyed lawn. 
 
But what did amaze me, was how this gadget worked.  It would make certain sounds and I would tell 
him to start digging and he would say, ‘that’s probably just a pop bottle cap’.  He would dig and sure 
enough it was.  So after the 3rd piece of junk, he turned some dials and made adjustments.  He 
wanted to narrow down some things and eliminate other things.  
 
The point of the message is that with all the junk in the world today, the church has got to make 
adjustments for better detecting junk, and seeking that which has value.  Too many of our churches 
have dug up and holding on to junk that has no value and no place for the church.  Galatians 5.22 
says this junk only promotes a life style of selfishness, cutthroat competition accumulation of mental 
and emotional garbage; a brutal temper, frenzied and joyless grabs for happiness; cheap sex. It 
promotes trinket gods and magic-show religions; all-consuming, yet-never-satisfied wants.  On the 
contrary, we should be tuning the dial that identifies with virtue, knowledge, temperance, patience; 
godliness; brotherly kindness and charity. 
 
Yes. Adjust the dials!  But make no mistake. There is one dial which you should never change; and 
that is the message of the cross.  It is the message that Jesus Christ died for the penalty of our sins; 
that after three days He got up from the grave to live forever more.  If we were energetic in proper 
ministry and sanctification, then we would be like the woman and the lost coin (Luke 15.8-10). She 
performed a sweep of her house. Because of her, dedication and diligence, she discovered the 
valuable coin. We see her Hurt; her Hunt and eventually Her Happiness Coin.  It’s time for the church 
and it’s time for you to tune in and tune out some things in your life. 
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