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John 3.16, Romans 3.23, Romans 6.23, Romans 10.10, 1 Corinthian 15.3-4, 1John 3.14, James 2.18 
 
A few weeks ago we talked about the obsession with genetic testing for obtaining your family history. 
We saw that many people are consumed with wanting to know if they are decedents of a king, 
decedents of a famous leader or even the descendant of a psychotic serial killer. People all over the 
world are searching for who they are; believing that determining their lineage will lead them to 
understanding a greater purpose in life.  We concluded by reminding you that regardless of what 
royalty or skeletons your genetic test results suggest, you should not forget that your adoption into the 
family of God transcends all earthly family trees.  That is, being in the family of God places you in a 
royal family destined for greatness and eternal life.  However, although God loves you, it doesn’t 
mean that everyone is automatically in the family of God.  So how can you know?  I’m glad you asked. 
 
Just as there is a genetic test for determining your earthly family, we ended the podcast by saying the 
bible speaks of taking a spiritual genetic test to determine if you are indeed in the family of God. So in 
the four minutes I have left, I want to share, ‘The Litmus test for Christianity’. 
In chemistry, the ‘Litmus Test’ it is a simple test for the acidity of a substance, using litmus paper. 
Outside of chemistry, the litmus test is a metaphor to imply that a certain test is an effective way of 
proving something.  Man has always been governed by test. 
We have test for obtaining your driving license, test for breast cancer, test for pregnancy, lie detector 
test, and test for strep throat.  Immigrants must pass a citizenship test to become a US citizen.  And 
even lawyers, no matter how straight or crooked, must pass the bar exams to practice law. We have 
licensed plumbers, nurses, and doctors. Ordained deacons and ministers all must pass a test to 
practice.  As such, the bible speaks of the litmus test of your salvation, sanctification and service. 
 
The Litmus Test of Salvation is the ultimate test. It is the test that proves you are saved, and in the 
body of Christ, destined for heaven. This test is simply affirming and asking yourself that you have 
accepted the gospel by faith.  The gospel is that God stepped into the very world he created in the 
person of Jesus Christ. He came into the world taking on flesh and blood. He allowed himself to be 
crucified on a cross and after 3 days got up from the grave. Whosoever believe this report (gospel) 
and put their trust in Jesus and Jesus alone, shall be saved. It is the act of faith in this gospel and 
none other gospel that places a person in this royal family.  We find this a self-test in, scriptures such 
as John 3.16, Romans 3.23, Romans 10.10, and 1 Corinthians 15.3-4. 
 
The Litmus Test of Sanctification 
Once you have salvation, there is an expected lifestyle.  It doesn’t happen overnight, but is an 
ongoing process, called your sanctification.  And there are self-tests to determine where you stand. 
• The first test can be found in 1John 3.14, which says, ‘We know that we have passed from death 

unto life, because we love the brethren. He that loves not his brother abides in death.’ In other 
words, if you have hatred for another person, it is an indication that you might not be saved. Sadly, 
we witness people, society, laws every day with the stench of hatred. And it serves as an 
indication on one’s salvation and hard proof of their sanctification. 

• Another litmus test can be found in John 13.34-35.  After Jesus washed his disciple’s feet, as an 
act of humility and servitude he said, “Love one another; as I have loved you. v35 By this shall all 
men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.” 

 
The Litmus Test of Service.  James in chapter 2.18 (paraphrased) says, don’t tell me what you 
believe; show me (demonstrate) what you believe.  I think about the pledge to the American flag. I 
stand and I sing.  But while respect for the flag is very important, James says, ‘don’t tell me you are 
patriotic by singing a song before a game; demonstrate it by loving your neighbor as yourself after the 
game’.  It is a far greater test of who and what you are.  So I urge you to examine yourself. 
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