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Matthew 1:16  And Jacob begat Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus 
 
In 2017, Prince Harry, who is 5th in line to the British throne became engaged to a bi-racial American 
woman making the announcement a somewhat Cinderella story, that was heard all around the world. 
The line of succession to the British throne is the order in which members of the royal family would 
come to the throne if the reigning king or queen died. British law takes this royal succession seriously, 
as there are several factors that determine the succession, such as age, gender and religion.  
And it makes me think about two other stories, that when connected sheds light on the biblical 
passages documenting genealogy of Jesus Christ. 
 
First, I think about two biotechnology companies; one is called ‘23 & Me’ and the other company is 
called ‘Ancestry.com’. Both companies provide consumer genetic testing.   While some folks believe 
the testing can help them in identifying their health risk factors, the vast majority of people purchase 
the product because they are fascinated and have a burning desire to know their origin, (lineage, 
genealogy, family tree or blood line).  Consequently, people want to know if they are decedents of a 
king, decedents of a famous leader or even the descendant of a psychotic serial killer. Some are 
concerned and needless to say, many have become consumed by it.  In one weekend alone, called 
Black Friday, over 1.5 million genetic testing kits were sold, bringing the total number of DNA samples 
in the database well over 5 million. 
 
• Right, wrong, good or bad, many participants, allow the test result to drastically affect their 

attitudes and their so called entitlements when they learned of the genetic differences. Inter-ethnic 
genetic test have resulted in increased conflict among Jews, Muslims & White Supremacy groups.  

o Jews who hate Muslims have taken the test, only to find that they had traces of Muslim in 
them. White Supremacist have receive results contrary to their belief. Some groups, White, 
Black, Jew and Gentile have been known to repeat the test over and over until they receive 
results that support their point of view.  

• Some participants are searching for who they are and the so called entitlements attached. They 
believe that determining their lineage will lead them to understanding a greater purpose in life. 

 
However, regardless of what royalty or skeletons your genetic test results suggest, do not forget that 
your adoption into the family of God by faith in Jesus Christ transcends all other family trees.  In other 
words, your spiritual lineage far exceeds your physical lineage (not based on 23&Me, but on 42&He). 
 
Jesus is called Emanuel which means 'With us is Elohim (God)". Thus, it was God's providential plan 
to make his visit to earth through the throne of David, in the person of Jesus Christ after 42 
generations. Along the way, the thread would pass through several bi-racial marriages, incest, 
adultery, good kings, psychotic kings, and empires tainted with scandals. In spite of all the baggage, 
and in spite of the fact that Jesus was born in a manger of poor parents, he was still heir to a throne in 
which he would never depart. 
• Matthew documents Jesus’ family tree, to show Jesus' legal right to the throne as a decedent of 

Abraham and David through the lineage of Joseph (Matthew 1:1-17). 
• Luke shows Jesus' blood right to the throne as a decedent of Abraham and David through the 

lineage of Mary (Luke 3:31).  
 
So remember. Regardless of what your DNA test suggest, being in the family of God through faith in 
Jesus Christ places you in a royal family destined for greatness and eternal life. Abundant life is 
knowing who you are and whose you are in Christ. In fact, the bible speaks of taking a spiritual 
genetic test to determine if you are indeed in the family of God. We will cover it soon.  
(Romans 3.23, Romans 6.23, Romans 10.10, John 3.16, 1John 3.14). 

http://www.scriptureyoucanrelateto.com/

