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Matthew 18:6 (NRSV) ……if any of you put a stumbling block before one who believe in me.. 
1 Cor 8:9 KJV)  But take heed lest by any means this liberty of yours become a stumbling block to 
them that are weak. 
 
One of the  favorite pastimes for young boys is horse playing: Putting each other in 
headlocks, punching them in the arm making the muscle jump like a frog and putting 
labels on their back that says kick me. But of all the games and tricks, all through life, no 
one in life would permit sticking your foot out to trip someone to make them fall.  Teachers 
did not permit it and parents did not allow it.  Tripping was nothing to play with and has 
always been considered a dangerous thing to do. 
• Tripping is so dangerous that all major sports have rules about tripping. 
• Tripping is not allowed in basketball. 
• Tripping is not allowed in soccer. 
• Not allowed in baseball or lacrosse. 
• And even in football, a game where men are paid to knock another person down, 

tripping is not allowed.  

Well just as it is dangerous in others areas of life, the infraction of spiritual tripping and setting 
stumbling blocks is a dangerous infraction to commit. 
 
1st Corinthians is the Apostle Paul’s first letter to the church at Corinth. He addresses several issues in 
the church that I call the Big D’s.  He addresses Division in the church, Discipline in the church, 
Doctrinal Disputes in the church, Divorces in the church, the Dispensing of spiritual gifts to the church 
and the Distribution of financial gifts from the church. 
 
In chapter 8.12, the bible urges us to take heed of how we live because we may be causing someone 
to trip, sometimes unknowingly. And in Matthew 18.6, Jesus gave a warning to the wicked leaders 
who intentionally trip, giving others a hard time, bullying or taking advantage of their simple trust. He 
said, it will not go unpunished. For those who do so, will one day wish they hadn't.  
 
In that passage we find an interesting word. The word translated as ‘offense’ and ‘stumbling block, is 
the Greek word ‘skandalion’’.  It is where we get the English word,’ scandalous’. 
Someone who is characterized as scandalous, is someone marked by flagrant violation of morality or 
law. They are discreditable, dishonorable, and malicious, committing disgraceful, shocking, 
outrageous, monstrous, criminal acts. They are, wicked, sinful, shameful, atrocious, appalling, 
dreadful, deplorable, reprehensible, inexcusable, and intolerable….and we can go on and on. 
 
The sad news is that we live in a time where people who have gained much wealth and power, hide 
behind godly terms of “Fair Labor, Free Enterprise, Capitalism, to rationalize and justify their 
scandalous behavior.  But do not be discouraged. God said rest assured that their scandalous 
behavior will not go unpunished. 
 
But before we point fingers, at the same time, Paul warns all of us that there are also people who trip 
others unintentionally.  What we may think is normal and legal, may be causing someone to trip. 
Some churches are guilty of this.  They get caught up in tradition; lose focus of a purpose driven 
ministry and unintentionally become stumbling blocks for younger generations. 
 
So let us pay more attention; to our walk and talk; for tripping is dangerous and in our everyday life, 
we may be causing someone to stumble. We could be the cause of an environment not being 
conducive to learning, loving, respecting and worshipping the true and living God.  Slipping on ice or a 
banana peel is no fun. And your behavior just might be nothing but a banana peel to someone else. 
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