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Reruns & Remixes 
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John 15:5, Jesus said, “I am the vine, you are the branches. ..without Me you can do nothing 
2 Thessalonians 3:4 (NRSV)  …  you will go on doing the things that we command.  
 
Major Networks for Broadcast television usually create about 30 episodes of a show each year to 
cover 52 weeks of the year.  They do a lot of taping in early summer. New episodes of shows don’t 
come out until mid-September.  But they only air about 3 months of those shows to make it to mid-
December, leaving folks anxious for the New Year.  Then they make us wait until mid-January to roll 
out new episodes.  And they repeat the cycle so that episodes run out in May, leaving us stuck with 
old reruns the entire summer. 
 
I recall once watching a mystery crime show, believing I had solved the mystery. However, about half 
way through the show, I realized that I wasn’t all that sharp. But it was because it was a rerun that I 
had seen before. Once I realized that it was a rerun, I was no longer excited. In fact, I changed the 
channel. Well, I say all that to ask you these questions. 
 
What if last year was not your best year and yet the new year was on path to being nothing but 
another rerun?  Do you think God gets pleasure out of spiritually boring reruns; when he has blessed 
you beyond measure and all we offer back to him is a rerun; same ole soup warmed over? 
Now when it comes to demonstrations of love, peace, happiness, rejoicing, and favor, reruns are 
always in order.  But for the not so good things of last year, reruns do not excite God. 
 
No matter how many times you watch a rerun, it always ends the same way. You can stop the tape, 
play it backwards, or fast forward, but it will end the same way.  
 
The same is true about our spiritual lives. While there are some things we need to continue, there are 
some things we will need to change. For if we continue in the same way we have in the past, the best 
we can get is a rerun.  Perhaps it is your worship, your devotional study, your prayer life or your level 
of giving, that has become nothing more than a boring rerun to God.  
 
Some Christians recognize a change is needed for the new year. Yet they think they can do nothing 
and great things will just magically happen.  But if you want something you never had; you’ve got to 
do something you’ve never done.  You have to have  what I call the Zacchaeus spirit and go out on a 
limb for Jesus. 
 
Sometimes we don’t need anything drastic. We only need minor adjustments that yield major impact. 
In the music industry, they are call them remixes. The artist keeps that part which was good & proven 
successful and add to it. 
Thus, the message is simple:  what God wants from us is a Remix, not a Rerun. He wants us to 
continue and augment the good, toss out the bad, and make adjustments for nice remix. 
 
Today, I want to just give you 3 things to change a potential rerun to a remix. 
They are Discernment, Direction & Dependability  
Focus on Discernment, which is the process of making careful distinctions and the ability to decide 
between truth and error, right and wrong.  Then focus on Direction, which is listening to the voice of 
God through his word, prayer and fellowship for navigation.  Lastly, you must have a total 
Dependency on God.  In John 15:5, Jesus said, “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides 
in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing”.  And Philippians 4.13 says, 
“I can do all things through Christ which strengthens me”.  
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