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Jeremiah 8.7  Even the stork in the heavens knows its times; and the turtledove, swallow, and crane 
observe the time of their coming; but my people do not know the ordinance of the LORD. 
 
In team sports, the term ‘home field’ or home court advantage’ describes the benefit that the home 
team is said to gain over the visiting team. Though mostly psychological, teams are more productive 
when they are at home.  They are more productive when they are in the place of their birth. 
 
Well when Judah was in Babylonian captivity, they felt they were away from home and thus at a 
disadvantage.  However, their problem was not one of physical location. They had departed from 
God; degraded morally; and now was experiencing the division and deterioration of a nation. 
 
They needed to return to God. And because it took so long, in Jeremiah 8.7, God made an 
observation. He says, all of nature knows when it’s time to return onto the Lord.  But when it comes to 
man returning onto me, man will act as dumb as a rock. 
 
All nature understands its home field advantage, of being in the place to be productive, but not man. 
• Sea turtles, after hatching on beaches around the world, travel hundreds of miles out to sea. Yet 

they return to the exact spot where they were born to mate and lay their own eggs. 
• Storks will fly hundreds and even a thousand miles to return to the place where they can produce. 
• The migration of 50 million Monarch Butterfly, which is one of the most spectacular natural 

phenomena in the world, spans over 4830 miles, from Canada to Central Mexico. 
• Fish such as salmon will swim over 2000 miles (kilometers) upstream against the current over 

rocks just to return to the only place; where they can be productive; their home field advantage. 
When salmon make this journey against the current they reach a point where they stop partaking 
of their surroundings but live on what has been stored within their bodies (I don’t have time to 
make the analogy of living off the word of God stored inside). Fish will swim upstream against the 
rough side of the mountains, against rugged rapids, leaping over rocks of greed and grudges, just 
to return to a place of productivity. 

 
They have their mind set on returning to the place where they were born; 
their mind set on returning to the awareness and presence of the Lord. 

 
Romans 1.19-20 tells us that everyone born is born with an awareness of the existence of God. 
However, unlike animals, God gave man his own will and allows man to choose to ignore God and the 
need to return. The initial return to God is by faith in Jesus Christ and results in receiving eternal life. 
Then there is the return of those Christians who have given their life to Christ but gone astray. 
• Some Christians have lost their drive and effectiveness, and wonder why.  If you put salmon in the 

wrong water and they will not spawn.  In the same manner there are some conditions in which 
Christians will never be fruitful. Don’t worry, I won’t name any of them. But I’ll just repeat. There 
are some conditions in which you will never spawn.  

• Instead of returning, some churches are going 90 mph in the fast lane in the wrong direction. 
 
God let Judah know that they needed to return unto the Lord, and let them know that it starts with a 
change in heart, followed by repentance, turning from wicked ways, and a return to moral living. 
If you want to be productive, you need to consider the home field advantage. Such a place is a place 
of family, unity, valued relationships, service and sacrifice. 
 
What’s a home field advantage?   Isaiah 58.8-11 says Then your light will break out like the dawn, 
your recovery will speedily spring forth. Your righteousness will go before you; and the glory of the 
LORD will go behind you.  And you will be like a watered garden. Glory to God. 
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