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Spiritual Dashboards & Cockpits 
www.scriptureyoucanrelateto.com 

 
1 Corinthians 10.12 (KJV)   Wherefore let him that thinks he stands take heed lest he fall. 
(Don't be so naive and self-confident. You could fall flat on your face as easily as anyone else) 
 
A dashboard is a visualization tool consisting of a panel with key gages to quickly indicate the health 
of something. 
• In automobiles and airplanes, we have dashboards and cockpits equipped with dials and 

indicators that monitor key performances such as oil pressure, radiator temperatures, brake fluid, 
seat belts, the quantity of fuel and engine mileage. 

• In hospitals, the staff cannot measure every organ and blood vessel in the patient.  But they do 
monitor vital organs. 

• As a quick indication of our everyday health, we monitor items that are most critical such as our 
cholesterol, blood pressure, weight, and sugar levels. 

• Even in the business world, corporations establish key performance indicators (KPIs) to develop a 
business dashboard to quickly indicate the health of a company. 

Dashboards do not tell us everything that is wrong, but they monitor the critical items to give warnings 
and indications when something may be on the brink of failing and such issue could cause 
significance subsequent damage if not addressed.  Well, in addition to a moral compass (an 
internalized set of values and objectives that guide a person with regard to ethical behavior and 
decision-making) wouldn’t it be nice we could have a spiritual dash board that would: 
• Warn us if/when we get too close to danger. Give a lane departure warning. 
• Flash lights when we are ready to make a bad move in life 
• Let us know when our sacrifice is low, drama is high, or when our spiritual fuel is nearly depleted 
 
Well, we do. It’s called the word of God.  But that’s not the issue. 
See the problem with mankind and dashboards is that, we can become numb to warning signs. 
 
I remember a few years ago when I was driving a luxury car that was over ten years old.  It looked 
good on the outside.  However, under the hood was a different story.  The good news, is that the car 
came with a state of the art, top of the line dashboard with built-in diagnostics and digital displays to 
let me know when things were not right.  
One day I got a warning and took it to the mechanic. It didn’t’ take long for me to conclude that I 
couldn’t afford to get the issued fixed. The mechanic said that the problem was not a major issue and 
that I could wait a while.  So ignored the warning light. Then came another warning. But the car still 
seemed to operate fine. So I ignored that warning as well; and the next and the next. 
 
Pretty soon, my dashboard had more blinking lights than a Christmas tree. Yet, I didn’t feel the need 
to do anything about it.  Over time, I had become numb to all the warnings. I remember driving to 
lunch with friends and the conversations we would have. They would get in the car and say,  
‘What’s that light?’  I would say, ‘What light? Oh that’s nothing’. As weeks went by, and with a frown 
on their face, they would say, ‘what’s that noise; what is that smell’?  I would say, ‘what smell, what 
noise, etc.’ And then they would say, ‘you know my car is just parked close by. I don’t mind driving’. 
And I would say, ‘Just get in the car, you’ll be fine’. 
Thus, even with a top of the line dashboard, I still became dumb to its warnings. 
 
Well, Christianity can be the same way.  God sends us warnings. He allows certain situations to occur 
in our lives to get our attention. But to us they seem minor. Little by little we ignore the warnings and 
over time our attitudes, our life style, our values, and even our love and respect for others degrade. 
Like a car or a body with high cholesterol or sugar we are headed for trouble if we ignore warnings. 
 
So what do you do? Visit the web site for a work sheet and follow on discussion. 
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