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Christmas Wrapping 
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Luke 2.12 And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, 
lying in a manger. 
John 1.1  In the beginning was the Word… and the Word was God.  v14 And the Word was 
made flesh, and dwelt among us. 
 
Long ago, most department stores offered free gift wrapping. However, today such services can be 
pricey. In America alone, $3.2 billion a year was spent. Wouldn't it be nice if we could re-use the 
wrappings?  God did. 

Long ago, there used to be a store in downtown Cincinnati called Giddings 
Jennings.  It was a store for the upper echelon.  You had to walk from 
Mabley’s & Carew through an arcade and through H&S Pogues (now 
Nordstrom, which was also a high class store), just to get there. 
 
 
One of my older sisters worked there in the gift wrapping department.  At that 
time in her life, she was young and she couldn’t afford many things in the 
store, but they would let her use their gift boxes and wrapping paper free.   
Their wrapping paper was the ‘good stuff’. You know, thick foils of silver, gold, 
and other royal colors, along with expensive ribbons and bows. 
 

 
Well, I’m from a family of eight and I remember the Christmas morning scenes, as a child. Since we 
all got gifts for one another, the floor would be covered with gifts. Yet, you could tell which gifts were 
from my sister.  Those packages stood out in the crowd. 
On Christmas morning, we would be ripping through all the gifts (almost all). 
When we got to gifts wrapped by my sister, my mother would say, “Slow down and take it easy with 
the wrapping paper.  We can re-use the wrapping. We can save it for some later use”. 
 
Well, I say all that to say, that as we celebrate the birth of Christ, let us be reminded that it would not 
be the last time that Jesus would be wrapped in tender love and care. 
 
It wouldn’t be by Joseph of Bethlehem, but by Joseph of Arimethea, who took the body of Jesus from 
the cross.  So as we celebrate the wonders of the crib, let’s not forget the work of the cross. For it is 
his work at the cross that makes the gift complete. 
 
And you can receive this gift by simply believing the report. What is the report?   
That God stepped into the world he created in the person of Jesus Christ.  He took on flesh and dwelt 
among mankind. Paying the penalty of sin, which is death, he was crucified, buried, and on the third 
day rose from the dead.  
 
Jesus Christ is the best gift I have ever received.  It’s been over 50 plus years since I first accepted 
Him as a gift, and I’m still unwrapping him today.  I’m still learning of the wonders of my gift. 
 
John 3:16  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 
Luke 2.12, John 1.1, Luke, 23.51-53 
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