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Jeremiah 8:20 (NRSV) The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we are not saved. 21  For the 
hurt of my poor people I am hurt, I mourn, and dismay has taken hold of me. 22  Is there no balm in 
Gilead? Is there no physician there? Why then has the health of my poor people not been restored? 
 
We are living in a time where we see wickedness at all time new levels. 
• Shootings are not just occurring at night clubs, casinos, and public tourist attractions, but now right 

in the church, in the house of prayer.  
• There is a marathon of fake news, political bullying, and sexual misconduct at all levels. 
• People and democracy are being demoted, destroyed and demoralized, just at the hint of 

allegations without due process. Policemen taking the law into their own hands. 
• Some of the accused have been bold in their actions and still receive substantial voter support. 
It leaves people wondering if healing is even possible. This was the feeling with Judah. 
Jeremiah lived in the last days of a decaying nation. He was the last prophet to Judah, before the 
destruction of the southern kingdom.  Jeremiah was emotionally hurt.  He felt he had delivered God's 
message faithfully and accurately, only to receive hatred and persecution in return.  In so many 
words, Jeremiah said, you know what? You can have this job.  Perhaps you can relate to Jeremiah. 
But it didn’t last long. He had such a love for people that just would not let him quit on God. 
 
Here in our passage, Jeremiah is crying out on behalf of the people. He speaks of The Harvest, The 
Hurt & the lack of Healing. The season had come and gone but deliverance had not come. A change 
in president didn’t seem to help. A new Prime Minister didn’t help. Superman never showed up. 
 
So he says, ‘it there no balm in Gilead’. Now, those listening by the way of a podcast, that is  B-A-L-M  
(not bomb).  He asked a rhetorical question; because there was plenty of balm in Gilead.  In fact, the 
finest herb in the world came from Gilead. This ointment was like penicillin. It was a cure all ointment. 
 
No matter the ailment, this ointment from Gilead was the answer (it was the bomb). 
• It was not just some cream that smoothed out spots to make you look better. 
• It wasn't just some ointment that was therapeutic to make you feel better. 
• But this was an ointment so precious that it made you whole inside and out. 
Is there no balm. Jeremiah He was basically saying, ‘Why isn’t God doing something about all this 
wickedness. Does he care about us or not’.  And with all the issues in our homes, in our communities 
and in our nation; we find ourselves asking, is there no balm in Gilead.  We find ourselves in need of 
some one stop fix all medicine, a spiritual penicillin or amoxicillin, a divine Narcan to block the effects 
of wickedness. 
 
Well. I stand on the brink of a new year to tell you that there is still balm in Gilead. There is such a 
spiritual medicine that is good for any ailment.  It’s almighty God (Jehovah Jireh, Nissi, Shalom). 
2 Peter 3.9 tells us that God is not slack in his promise. . In due season, we shall reap, if we faint not 
(Galatians 6:9). Therefore, we glory in tribulations knowing that tribulation brings about perseverance; 
and perseverance, enhances our character (Rom 5.3). There is a Balm in Gilead; and his name is 
Jesus. He is still the guaranteed medicine for anything that ails you.  
• If you are spiritually hungry, I heard him say, I am the bread of life 
• If you just need direction, I heard him say, I am the light of the world 
• If you need protection, I did hear him say, I am the door of the sheep 
• If you need tender loving care, I heard him say, I am the good shepherd 
• If you need hope, I heard him say, I am the resurrection, the truth, and the life 
• If you need to be fruitful, I hear him say I am the true vine 
A balm in Gilead, to make the wounded whole; a Balm cure a sin sick soul. And his name is Jesus. 
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