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2 Timothy 4.7.   I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: 
8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, 
shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing. 
 
On Oct 22, 2017, Everett Cork went home to be with the Lord. While he did so much for so many 
people and the community, he was mostly known as a radio personality. 
 
Well, it was May 2015. I had just finished preaching and Everett was breaking down his electronic 
equipment and wrapping up cords. He shared with me how the message confirmed the direction in 
which he felt God was leading him. He said he also reflected on his time in the military and his belief 
that we must take advantage of today's technology. (see Brother Everett was always big on 
communications and utilizing technology. He kept up with the latest gadgets.) He had a great radio 
announcing voice; booming, precise, clear, and unique.  And because he spoke so well, I had 
assumed that he had developed that skill in the military.  But he said, ‘No, not at all’. 
 
He then shared that he was a Morris Code operator.  You know the technology where messages were 
electronically communicated through a series of dots and dashes. 
 
Immediately, I thought about Kenneth Washington. You probably know him by his stage name, 
Sergeant Richard Baker, who was the African-American POW on Hogan's Heros.  Sergeant Richard 
Baker, was the Morris Code operator and radio expert who ran the underground communications 
center. Because of his race, he had several hurdles and limitations at Stalag 13.  Yet he was able to 
contribute vital support to the missions assigned to him. 
 
And I said to Everett, ‘when you get a chance, no hurry, but send me something in Morris Code, 
something short’.  He got excited, then disturbed, and then excited again all within a minute.  He said, 
that the message would be the conclusion of my sermon and a summary of his conviction about his 
faith that didn't happen until after he was out of the military. Then with excitement he said, “and I just 
know you will find a way to hook it up and put it in another sermon one day”. 
Well, a week later I got the email; sure enough it was something short and sweet, to the point; his 
testimony and the conclusion of my sermons. 
 
When Everett sent me the Morris Code, he said, “I know it’s complete, because I used seven letters to 
say just three words.”  It’s the three words that separate Christianity from all other religions. We 
believe that God stepped into the world he created in the person of Jesus Christ and died for our sins. 
And the Morris Code that Deacon Everett Cork sent me, simply said, “He Got Up”. 
The Gospel conclusion, and a statement of his faith displayed in a compilation of dots & dashes. 
 
Everett’s life echoed the same testimony of the Apostle Paul. Paul said I have fought a good fight, I 
have finished my course, I have kept the faith (a testimony of his Fight, his Finish, & his Faith).   
And just like the POW on Hogan's Heroes, Deacon Cork, did not let challenges and hurdles stop him 
from serving. He was determined to use any tool, any technology at any time necessary to carry out 
the missions assigned to him. 
 
Well, about a month later after receiving the email, Cork and I were sitting somewhere and he was in 
a trance thinking. I pulled out my phone, studied the sheet and I began tapping; and Cork turned his 
head, smiled that smile we were used to seeing and nodded his head. Even though I was not tapping 
right, seems like just the tapping brought back a whole fresh experience of God's love for him. 
 
So I leave you with these two request.  
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• This week, ask yourself; do you know your purpose in life and are you really doing all you can to 
support it. 

• Next time you miss a loved one, or just feel down and out, start tapping your fingers on a table.  
o Let it be a reminder of God’s presence to comfort you.  
o Let it be a reminder of all his precious promises 
o Let it be a reminder that He got up from the grave.  

I believe the tapping will break out into a praise. 
As the song writer says, because He lives, I can face tomorrow.  Because he lives, all fear is gone. 
And life is worth the living, just because He lives. 

Fight Hard. Finish Strong. Keep the Faith 
 
He Got Up. (click here to hear what this sounds like in Morris Code) 

https://scriptureyoucanrelateto.files.wordpress.com/2017/10/he-got-up_morris-code.mp3

