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Shazam – Name That Tune 
 
Acts 4.13  Now when they saw the boldness of Peter & John, and perceived that they were unlearned 
and ignorant men, they marveled; and they took knowledge of them, that they had been with Jesus. 
Beholding the man which was healed standing with them, they could say nothing against it. 
 
Years ago, there used to be a game show called, ‘Name that Tune’.  Contestants would try to see 
how quickly they could name a song, in hearing just a few notes and given very little hints. 
The show has since been upgraded to a show called ‘Shazam’.  It originated from a smart phone 
application/service that identifies music, movies, and commercials, based on hearing a short sample. 
 
For those who never used this program, let me explain how it works.  Let’s say you are out and about 
and you hear a song that you like, but don’t know the name of it.  You launch the Shazam program 
and it will listen to the song or movie. Then at lightning speed, it will tell you the name of the song and 
even display the lyrics so you can sing along. It will also allow you to buy the song. 
Today, Shazam has more than 100 million monthly active users and it had been used on more than 
500 million mobile devices.  WOW! Or should we say ‘SHAZAM’! 
 
The TV game show version can be entertaining.  For example, the host might say, “This artist used to 
be a Used Car Salesman in LA before he released his first love ballad hit in 1984”.  They would began 
playing a snippet of the song and in less than 3 seconds, one of the contestants would be able to 
recall the song title and the artist. It is amazing how the brain can bring back something it has 
experienced so quickly.  Sadly it can also bring back to remembrance horrible emotional events that 
happened over 40 years ago, to wreck lives, but we will talk about that in another message. 
 
Well in our passage, Peter and John are in a kangaroo court. Even though they were not learned 
polished public speakers; it didn’t take long at all for others to recognize the tune.   
The bible says, they could tell Peter & John had been with Jesus. 
 
And so the question for this week’s meditation is simple. 
If people were around you for any length of time and had to name that tune, what would they say? 
And how long would it take?  What would be the first titles they might ascribe to you? 
• Pushy, selfish, mean, arrogant, hot headed, greedy, grudge holder, weak, lazy 
• Or would they say gentile, kind, meek, caring, compassionate, responsible, sacrificing, etc. 
How long does it take them to know that you are a God fearing person; that you have morals; or that 
you don’t roll like that?  
 
When you go to church on Sunday, can folks on Monday tell that you have been with Jesus? 
Not because of a cross you wear around your neck or a personalized license plate, but by the way 
you live your life and the way you love, respect and treat others. 
I have worked with some folks and it was years before I had a hint that they had ever spent time with 
God. Such a sad testimony.  But in our text, it didn’t take folks long at all. 
 
The song writer Isaac Hayes had a song where he said, ‘I stand accuse of loving you too much’. He 
said, ‘And I hope it’s not a crime because if it is, I’m guilty’.  He was speaking of his girlfriend. But this 
should be the indictment against us concerning our relationship with God. 
 
If someone accused you of being a Christian by the way you lived and treated others, if someone 
accused you of being godly, would you be found guilty? Would they have enough evidence to prove 
that you are a man of your word?  Or would your lifestyle cause a hung jury 
 
By the way - SHAZAM is an acronym for the six mythological figures: Solomon, Hercules, Atlas, Zeus, Achilles, 
and Mercury. Just thought I would share that to fill up the page  


