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2 Pet 1.5  And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue;…… knowledge; temperance; 
patience; godliness; brotherly kindness; unconditional love.  8  For if these things be in you, and 
abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful ..9  But he that lacketh these 
things is blind, and cannot see afar off. 
 
Peter said, he who lacks these things cannot see afar.  Nutritionist say carrots are good for your 
eyesight. In this passage, Peter identifies the spiritual nutrition required for spiritual sight. This is 
important, because many stalemates and not seeing eye-to-eye can often be attributed to people of 
lacking ‘these things’ (spiritual carrots).   
 
It is obvious that America is infested with near sighted folks. 
America is the greatest nation on earth. And I’m proud to be an American. But it seems like: 
• We live in a time where we have guided missiles and miss-guided men and mass shootings. 
• America can see spending billions of dollars traveling hundreds of miles to put a man on the moon 

and but can’t see traveling next door to put a morsel of bread on the helpless man’s table 
• People can see the wrong in Policemen being murdered in the line of duty; but can’t see unarmed 

Black men being murdered by those charged to uphold that duty. 
 
But in this passage, Peter is not talking about Obama, Trump, or America. He is talking about every 
day folks claiming to love God. Peter said, add to your faith virtue; and add to virtue knowledge; and 
add to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; and to 
godliness brotherly love; and to brotherly love, unconditional love.  See (no pun intended), salvation 
comes by one thing, which is faith.  But sanctification comes by an ongoing working of several things. 
 
Peter says ‘add’. But we lose the emphasis in this English translation. 
This word ‘Add’ in the original language is the Greek word, chor-e-ge’ o, where we get words like 
choreographer.  And some of you are saying, wait a minute Dr. Sherrer, I thought a choreographer 
was a dance instructor.  So let me explain.  I remember my daughters practicing the waltz for the 
cotillion.  Afterwards, the plan was to do a line dance call the cha-cha 1, 2 & 3.  I was determined that 
I was going to learn it as well.  After several miss turns and bad steps, one of my daughters, said, 
‘Dad, do I need to write it down?’ 
 
And you’ve seen how they make up routines, and they draw or graph out pictures of feet on the floor.   
And they graph, draw out and add steps, to create, and orchestrate, a presentation.  One step by itself 
is meaningless, but the steps when added or choreo-graphed makes for a nice finished presentation. 
Two left feet dancers are not pleasant to watch, two bad notes in a musical chord doesn’t sound nice. 
In like manner a one-step Christian is lacking and sometimes can cause great harm to cause, whether 
it be in church, in the workplace or in a leadership position of our nation. 
• Having great knowledge but no compassion is a dangerous things. 
• Having virtue but no patience is no virtue at all. 
Peter says arrange, add / choreograph your growth so that it will be a fine presentation. 
 
For when you lack these things you cannot see afar.  You become near sighted, and the bible says 
that it will, not might, but a guarantee that it will cause you to live a carnal life versus a godly life; 
where the only thing one sees, is me, myself and I.  While doctors recommend that we get our eyes 
checked every year; a check of your spiritual eyesight should be an ongoing practice.  It’s done 
through meditation, reading of God’s word, prayer and having spiritual awareness and 
responsiveness to God in everyday living.  The song writer said I once was blind, but now I see.  This 
sight starts with being fitted with some correctional lenses, and His name is Jesus. 
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