
1 

Righteousness and the ATM 
 
Mat 6.33, Jesus said seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness and all these things shall 
be added unto you.  However, in another verse God says, there is none righteous and… 
Isaiah 64:6 says at our best, and all our righteousness, we are nothing but as filthy rags. 
 
Everyone is familiar with the automated teller machine, also known as the ATM. 
It is an electronic telecommunications device that enables customers of a financial institution to 
withdraw cash from their bank account.   
Basically, it does you no good to have insufficient funds in your account. 
 
Well, there are a few scriptures that come to mind when I think about this concept. 
The bible says, there is none righteous, no not one. And describing the rags women used to use 
during their menstrual cycle, Isaiah 64:6 says at our best, and all our own righteousness, we are 
nothing but as filthy rags. 
Yet Jesus said, seek ye first the kingdom of God and all his righteous. So why would God have us to 
pursue something that is seemingly impossible to achieve?  Well let me explain. 
 
When my daughters went away to college, my plan was to give them a weekly allowance.  They said, 
daddy we are grown women. We know how to manage our money. Give us the whole semester 
amount now.  
 
I don’t know what I was thinking. Perhaps I wasn’t thinking at all. But I gave them each a phone card 
and a debit card with the whole amount loaded onto their account. It was enough to last the entire 
semester. 
Needless to say, for one daughter it barely lasted 15 days (knowing that they are listening, let me 
parenthetically say that they both are doing great today managing their money).  
 
But this one called me at the office crying and claiming she needed money, that she didn’t like 
cafeteria food, and that she wanted a new outfit for homecoming. When I hung up, I immediately 
called their mom, and put my foot down and demanded that we do not send any of them another 
penny.  Well there is always one parent with compassion.   
 
No sooner than I hung up, the mom called my daughter and said, go back to the ATM and have faith. 
Then without leaving her office, the mom logged into her own account and imputed money (her 
righteousness) onto my daughter’s bankrupted account.  
And without doing anything else, by faith, my daughter believed that her card would not be rejected. 
 
Well the bible says because of sin, all of us are spiritually bankrupted. It goes on to say, ‘Blessed are 
the poor in spirit’, meaning, when we recognize that we are spiritually bankrupted and invite Jesus into 
our life, He imputes His righteousness on us.  And then we began seeking righteous living. 
 
Thus we stand before God as standing before a spiritual ATM machine and by faith believing 
sufficient funds have been imputed to our account.  We believe this, not because we’ve done good 
works and not because we go to church or have been baptized. None of that saves us. 
 
But by faith is this righteousness loaded to our account. It happens the second, the moment you 
believe the report that Jesus Christ paid the penalty of our sin by dying on a cross. He imputes his 
righteous to whosoever believes. He marks our account as sufficient.  And even better, is the fact that 
it’s not just for one semester. It’s for eternity. 
 
Afterwards, we seek righteous living, which mean to fill your thoughts with his desire and take on his 
character for your pattern of life. 


