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Wow!  Someone Paid Off My Debt (I’m no longer a slave to it) 
 
Colossians 2:13-14 (The Message paraphrased) When you were stuck in your old sin-dead life, you 
were incapable of responding to God.  But God made you alive together with Christ.  All sins forgiven,  
14  the slate wiped clean, that old arrest warrant canceled and nailed to Christ's Cross. 
(background also in Romans 6.6-14) 
 
During the transitional years of slavery in the US, many free men carried papers with them showing 
that they were indeed a free man. 
Even during biblical times, someone may have owed another person money was working as a servant 
to pay off the debt. After the last payment, they would carry around the contract papers that had been 
stamped CANCELLED. 
 
I remembered buying three rooms of carpet from a place called Harry's Corner….nice carpet, with 
nice padding.  I signed up for 90 days, same as cash and when I barely made that deadline, I 
remember watching and hearing the loan officer take a big stamp, stamping the contract Paid In Full. 
 
It was quite a relief.  Some of you may have experienced paying off a house, or making that last car 
note payment.  And a few days later you get real titles in the mail and a copy of the loan agreement 
stamped CANCELLED or Paid in Full. 
 
So let me ask a question. 
• After you celebrated, did any of you feel obligated to continue making payments?  
• Did you get so excited that you wanted to continue making payments the next month and next? 
• Even though the bill was paid, did you want to keep making payments? NO!  That would be dumb 
 
Well, Paul reminds the church that Jesus paid the penalty or debt of sin. He basically took the contract 
(or ordinances that were against us), stamped it Paid in Full and nailed to the cross. 
 
He says, “Therefore, stop living as if it wasn't paid.  Stop living as if you are still in bondage”. 
So many people are disgruntle, full of anger, have prolonged resentment, or bitterness over things 
that happened to them 10, 20 and 30 years ago.  And because they never got proper closure and 
moved on, these things have put them in bondage and have only kept them from moving forward and 
progressing in life.  They have essentially slapped handcuffs on the blessings and favor of God. 
 
In Romans chapter 6, Paul is actually speaking about the person who has given their life to Christ, but 
he says something that resonates with the illustration. 
He said if you've been free from these vices, why continue in it? 

• The old man is dead. Not only is the old man dead, to give you a better picture, he says, the 
monarch is defeated. So stop bowing down to it like he is still king 

Not only is the: Old Man Dead, and the Old Monarch Defeated, but the Old Master is Deposed 
 
We have not been delivered from the presence of sin. But as believers in Christ, we have been freed 
from the power and penalty of sin.  Therefore, we  
• We should not let grudges rule our life as if it is the king. 
• We should not let greed control us like a master controlling a slave. 
• We should not be a slave to envy or jealousy. 
We can take the high road. 
 
Oh my brothers and sisters, we have enough problems and struggles with people behind bars and 
people shackled and trapped to drugs and alcohol. But there are scores of us still handcuffed to 
anger, envy, and jealousy. And as big as God’s hands are, our greed, grudges, vices will slap 
handcuffs on the hands, blessings and favor of God.  Therefore, let us work on these things. 


