
A Fair Reward for Your labor 
 
 
1 Corinthians 15:58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in 
the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord. 
 
2 Timothy 4:8  Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous judge, shall give me at that day. 
 
 
It was some years ago, when I was overseas (in Poland) and seemingly stuck in a strange land.  I had 
credit cards and therefore had the means to eat, sleep and get on the plane. 
But most taxi cabs only take cash.  And towards the end of my trip, I had only saved enough cash to 
take a taxi to the airport (a combination of US Dollars and Foreign currency). 
 
Well, a few things came up that caused me to panic. 
• First, the exchange rate for my currency had changed while I was in that country. 
• Then my boss called and said, ‘on your way home, take a layover in France to attend a meeting’.  

Thus, I would need to catch another taxi from that airport to the meeting. 
 
And I began to panic thinking I didn’t have the means to eventually get home (the last mile of the 
way), all because of different exchange rates of multiple countries. Keep in mind that this was before 
smart phones, let alone having a nice Currency APP. And ATMs that accepted American Express 
cards were hard to find.  I had what looked like a bundle of money.  But what’s valuable or powerful in 
one country may not be in another. 
 
• I later found out that before the Euro, I could leave France with 7 francs but when I got home, they 

would only be worth 1 U.S. Dollar. 
• I could leave Mexico with 15 pesos, but when I get to America I’ll only have $1. 
• I could leave Russia with 30 Rubles.  But when I reach America, I would only have $1.  
• I may leave Korea with 150 Won but I’ll only have $1 when he gets to the U.S.A. 
• I could leave Tanzania with 1,200 Shillings but would only have $1 when my foot touches ground 
• And when I visited my daughter in Jakarta Indonesia, and was headed for the airport, my daughter 

said, ‘are you good with cash’.  I said ‘Yes’ and showed her the stack of Rupiahs I had.  She said, 
‘Daddy that won’t get you a cup of coffee in the U.S.’. 

 
Things can lose their value in this world. 
But the bible tells us that this world is not our home. 
And when it comes to your labor in the Lord, you get a guaranteed exchanged rate with God. 
 
An old hymn says, ‘So I cherish the old rugged cross; til my trophies at last I lay down.  I will cling to 
the old rugged cross and exchange it someday for a crown.’ 
Exchange it for a crown, not a peso, not a ruble, not even a US dollar, but exchange it for an 
everlasting (never degrading) crown. 
 
Therefore, let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not. 
Galatians 6:9  
 
But remember, this fair reward starts with the reward of eternal life for putting your trust in Jesus 
Christ. 
 


