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Being led by the Spirit  
 
John 14:16  And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide 
with you for ever; 
Gal 5:16  This I say then, Walk in the Spirit 
 
 The bible says that when you accept Jesus Christ the Holy Spirit will lead and guide you in all 

truth.  Yet, there are many days, I wake up, just as confused about a decision as the prayer and 
the day before.  What’s up with that? 

 The bible also says, walk in the Spirit; be filled with the spirit, and be led by the Spirit. That all 
sounds nice, churchy and cute, but what in the world does that mean? 

 
So watch this (as my preacher friend would say). 
When my daughters were young they had a small white-board /easel with magnetic letters of the 
alphabet on them.  Later they discovered that they could put one of the letters behind the board and 
make a letter on the other side move, due to the magnetic force. 
 
When they got older and gave their life to Christ, I explain that the magnet experiment was how the 
Holy Spirit works. Imagine there was a very strong magnet on one side, in which we would call God. 
And then we had a paper clip on the other side, in which we would call man. 
 
The magnet is not attached to the man.  It’s in the spirit realm and man is in the physical realm. 
But because of the magnet’s force and pull, the man follows the leading of the Holy Spirit like a paper 
clip follows the magnet.  In a similar manner, God does not make us do anything. However, the 
magnetism is so strong that you are urged to follow its leading. You at least know what God is leading 
you to do. Whether you choose to obey or not is another story. 
 
But check this out……Then I added a sheet of paper (a sticky-note) between the paper clip and the 
board and showed how the magnetism goes through the paper. 

• If I added 5 sheets of paper, there would be still be a pull, but not as strong 
• If I had 10 sheets, there would still be a pull, but very little 

 
Here is my point.  The pieces of paper are things in your life that causes you not to feel the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit never loses its power. He is God. However, He can lose its 
effectiveness, based on your walk. Thus when the bible uses terms such as ‘walking in the flesh’ or 
being ‘carnal minded’ it is like having several sheets of paper between you and the magnet.  
 
The more a Christian walks in the flesh, the less awareness they feel of the Holy Spirit. Many folks 
have been in the wrong job, wrong church, wrong ministry, or make dumb financial decision, etc., 
because they have not felt they were being led by God. But God was present and leading all along. 
Spiritual growth is when you constantly work on removing these layers to receive guidance, tugging, 
and even protection. 
 
What are these layers? Some of those layers are identified in  
Colossians 3, and Galatians 5….. greed, anger, bitterness, grudges, evil, 
selfishness, malice, self-dependency, arrogance, idolatry, etc. 
 
But some layers may be vices such as: 
• Too much TV.  Too much golf, (I can’t imagine golf would be one)  
• Too much ___________________ 
 

 

 

 


